5th Holy Family Academy Scholastic

Masters Section

White: Michael Bender 983

Black: Simon Thomas 1260

The following game was a nice one played by tournament co-champion Simon Thomas.  Simon uses a combination of tactical ideas and solid positional play to get the point.
1. e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.0-0 [White sidesteps the well-trodden 4.c3 which would have gone into a Giuoucco Piano]  Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6.d3 0-0 7.Bg5 h6! [It is almost always a good idea to ‘question’ the bishop by playing h6 in these symmetrical pawn structure positions.] 8.Bh4 Bg4 [8…g5!? Is an interesting attempt to force white’s bishop to a passive square even though it risks loosening black’s king position.] 9.h3 Bxf3 10.Qxf3 Nd4 [A nice outpost square!] 11.Qd1 c6 12.Ne2 [A safer way to an equal game was to first play Bxf6.] Nxe2 13.Qxe2 g5! 14.Bg3 a5!? [With a devious little threat.] 15.Qf3? [Missing black’s idea.] b5 16.d4 [16.Bb3 a4 and the bishop is trapped.] Bxd4 17.Bd3 Bxb2 [Black is up 2 pawns, but white has some small amount of compensation due to his bishop pair.] 18.Rab1 Bd4 19.c4 [Correctly trying to open the position when the bishop pair can do some damage.] bxc4 20.Bxc4 [Now black’s play is a perfect example of how to convert a winning advantage into a full point.  Notice how he uses all of his pieces.]  d5 21.exd5 cxd5 22.Bb3 Rb8 23.Rbe1 Re8 24.Qf5 Qd6! 25.h4 [trying to stir up some complications.] Qe6 26.Qf3 [Correctly avoiding a trade of queens.] Kg7 27.Bc2 Qg4 [Now white must exchange queens.] 28.Qxg4 Nxg4 29.Bb3 Nf6 30.Ba4 Re7 31.hxg5 hxg5 32.Kh1 Rh8+ 33.Kg1 Ne4 34.Bh2 Nd2 and black wins an exchange and easily converts his big advantage for a full point.
